
 

Annual General Meeting: 14 April 2016 

 

Attendees: Toni Guiver, Olga Hepburn, Carl Redondo, Gail Nielen, John Wells, David Miller, Cristina Goriani, 
Paul Guiver, Keith Hepburn. 

Apologies: Ian Russell  

1. Welcome 

 Toni Guiver (TG) let the group know that Parks Police are no longer an operating unit and will not be 
attending this or future meetings. The group expressed concern about policing in and around the park 
without Parks Police – particularly in light of increased pedestrian traffic through the park. 

 TG let the group know that the Public Realm Improvement Officers (PRIO) for Enfield have been reduced 
from 4 to 1 and so they will not be regularly attending our meetings or as involved in our activities. TG is 
discussing with the council how this group and others at the council will continue to support the 
activities of the Friends group. 

 The council has established a "Report It" function within their website for members of the public to 
report any issues or incidents in the park that would have previously been raised with the PRIO. TG 
encouraged the Friends to use the function and provide feedback on its effectiveness. 

 

2. Agree Previous Minutes  
 No comments were provided on the minutes and the minutes were agreed. 

 
 

3. Wetlands Update 

 TG provided an overall update of the wetlands development and upcoming activity 

 The two cycle paths are close to being completed with the fencing being removed from one and the 
widening of the other path being completed in the coming days. 

 There is a corporate day in the week of the 18th April attended by around 20 volunteers from Thames 
Water 

 There are plans to plant some shrubbery alongside the river where it borders the football pitches. This is 
to provide a protective barrier from footballs going into the water. 

 A question was raised about a third cycle path at the A10 end of the park connecting the two existing 
cycle paths. TG confirmed that this path is still on the plan although work has not started yet. The group 
are keen to ensure that this path is completed to link the other paths and make the park more 
accessible. 

 It was noted that there are a lot more visitors to the park and in particular the cycle path near the 
wetlands area was busy 

 An increase in wildlife has also been observed with a heron and an owl seen and heard frequently 

 TG confirmed that the park has received a promise of  £8,000 in funding from Tescos that is to be spent 
on noticeboards and the festival..  

 TG asked the group for input on where the boards should be placed and what information should be 
displayed. This is an ongoing consultation. 

 TG confirmed that plans are underway for the Firs Farm Festival on 16th July. A number of groups have 
pledged to have stalls and get involved but volunteers are still needed 

 TG enquired as to whether anyone could help arrange a sound system for the event. David Miller 
mentioned that Winchmore School may have a sound system that could be used. 

 TG confirmed that a risk assessment is being carried out for the event and will be shared with stall 
holders once completed. 

 DW suggested that whilst the festival is free, donations could be asked for on arrival at the park. 

 TG confirmed that the next planning meeting for the festival is on 26th April. All are welcome to join. 

 TG asked DW to investigate whether Winchmore School could provide poles to mark out pitches and 



tables for the festival 
 

4. Treasurer's Report    

 Carl Redondo (CR) took the group through the Treasurers Report. He noted that overall the group had 
increased assets by almost £1,000 over the course of the year mainly through donations and funds 
raised at the quiz 

 CR noted that the majority of the donations are allocated to certain items and this has not all been 
spent yet. As a result this money will be spent in the coming months reducing the overall balance of the 
accounts. 

 CR reminded the group of the expense submission process 
 

5. Re-election of members 

 Paul proposed the motion that the committee all remain in their current positions. This motion was 
seconded by Olga and there were no objections.  

 All committee members were re-elected to their positions 
 

6. AOB 

 TG requested that the group buy a printer to support the printing needs of the group. This proposal was 
supported and agreed by those present 

 The group suggested that the quiz should be repeated in 2016 to help raise funds for the group. 
Winchmore social club has volunteered to host this year and has a facility larger than Hazelwood. Dates 
and feasibility are to be investigated 
 

Future Meeting  dates for your diary:            30th Jun 2016                        
 

 

 


