Firs Farm Wetlands Park& Playing Fields
Newsletter
October 2017

Firs Farm Inclusive Community Café

Upcoming Events


21st October Community
Volunteer Day 10am



19th Wetlands Volunteer
Day 10am



31st October Halloween
in the woods 4pm to
8pm

Volunteers were in Winchmore Hill Sainsbury’s on the 8th and 9th September, raising
funds and gaining signatures to support the
Friend’s next challenge, which is to raise sufficient funds to build an inclusive community
café. A total of just over £500 was raised over
the 2 days. Many people were supportive of
the initiative at the heart of the café- Dementia
and Autism. The Café will provide a vibrant
place for both the local community and volunteers to take a break and socialise. A massive
thank you to Sainsbury’s and their customers
yet again for providing us with this wonderful
opportunity to raise a substantial sum for the
café fund. Together we can make this happen just £2 on the crowdfunding site
www.spacehive.com/firsfarmcafe Then ask your friends to do the same! Thank You.
Conservation Work Latest News

Would you like to join
the Friends Of Firs
Farm?
If you would like to help
make a difference to your
green space come and
join our friendly team of
volunteers! Each session
involves a variety of different tasks to choose
from. We meet every
Monday and every 1st
and 3rd Saturday of the
month 9:45 am at the car
park on Firs Lane.
For more information or
enquiries please feel free to
contact us at:

Our team of volunteers are continually working to tackle
the litter and fly tipping at Firs Farm, which is improving
thanks to the efforts of those who support the Friends
by encouraging people to take their litter away with
them. In addition to this, a large proportion of the
young trees have been mulched, the entrance and other
flowerbeds have had a general spruce up The majority
of the paths have been restored so they are now looking
clearer, wider, and thicker, making a walk in the woods
even more satisfying!
Dog Walking Update
The concern regarding dog walkers being responsible for a large number of dogs
is ongoing and there have been discussions held by the council regarding a required dog licence for individuals responsible for 6 or more dogs. Unless you have
applied for this licence only 4 dogs per person is permitted. If successful, this
scheme may provide more protection for both the members of the public, wildlife
and the dogs themselves as the walker can have a greater degree of control.

friendsoffirsfarm@gmail.com

www.firsfarmn21.org

@FirsFarmParkN21

@FirsFarm

Firs Farm Transformation

Thanks to all your votes, Firs Farm has also been
awarded £2000 from the Tesco Bags of Help scheme
as voted for in-store by their customers. This money
will be used for the installation of a table tennis table. Thanks again to
Tesco’s and their customers!
There are also plans in the pipeline to install 4 new tennis courts.

Firs Farm were recently awarded Gold for Enfield
Enfield urban park wins
‘Oscars of the Waterways’
Firs Farm Wetlands, a new urban park close to the River Lee
in Enfield, was announced as a
winner at the Canal & River
Trust’s
2017 Living Waterways Awards
ceremony, held in Birmingham last night (27 September
2017). The Awards seek to recognise the most exciting and
inspiring waterway-based improvement projects across the
UK each year.

in Bloom 2017. This fantastic achievement was
for the beautiful open space display consisting
of a rich blend of colours and textures created
by the vast landscape and the thriving wildlife.
New Eco Club On Saturday 2nd September
Firs Farm volunteers held the first Eco Club session. This session focussed on pond dipping in
order to investigate the wildlife inhabiting the
water in Firs Farm. The children learned the appropriate techniques whilst using a wide range
of equipment to study the creatures. They then
used keys and pictures to identify each species
to log them. To conclude the session each team
gave feedback to the group on their findings.

Overall, the afternoon was a great success
https://canalrivertrust.org.uk/newswith a vast amount of positive feedback given from the parents of the children
and-views/living-waterways-awardswho attended. If you would like to attend any of the
2017/the-winners
future sessions please book your place via our Face-

Picnic Table, Grasses and Bulbs
Watch out for the new wheelchair accessible picnic
table which has the Wetlands theme carving
Halloween in the woods!
Come along to the Spooky
Spinney if you dare! Plenty
of fiendish fun with arts
and crafts, ghoulish games
and pumpkins full of prizes
to be won! Please see the
flyer at the end of this
newsletter to see more
information.
4pm to 8pm Firs Farm
woodland area (Spinney
entrance to the woods by
the zebra crossing)

Signs, Bins and Vandalism

There have been further requests to the council for signage around the wetlands to
prevent dogs entering the water, chasing wildlife and people feeding bread to the
wildlife. In addition to this, people have requested for more bins within the park. The
council have given permission for the Friends to apply for funding to provide suitable
bins in agreed locations. Unfortunately, there has been a significant rise in both the
number of break-ins and the severity of the damage inflicted upon the compound.
Most recently, all events had to be cancelled due to the health and safety risk imposed.
The council are reviewing the security in Firs Farm. They are taking this very seriously
and the police have been contacted and are therefore keeping an eye on Firs Farm.
Unless we all report any signs of this it will continue until we catch them.
By Katy Fox

