
Firs Farm Park, Wetlands & 
Playing Fields
Community Children Wetlands Tour

Friends of Firs Farm

Business and Communities working together to help shape how 

our park works, is maintained, & protected. 1



Some of the changes  - before and after

What point were these photographs taken from?

What has changed since March 2014?
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 Find your school on the map and can you find Firs Farm?

 Where are you now in the park / show on the map? 

 What can you find in the areas that are GREEN on the 

map?  (Grass,  meadows forest, gardens, plants and trees.) 

Schools also shown as green on the map (Rainplanters / 

ground). 

 What might you find in the areas in “Yellow”(Beige?) on 

the map  (Houses shops roads)  

 When it rains where does the water go?   Into a pipe or 

into the ground to help things grow  

 What do you see more of , green spaces or houses and 

roads?  

 How is Water shown on the map?                                                 

Blue line – Linear shape but if a lake then it would be round. 

Our river is not shown on the map but where would it go on 

the map? 

Where are we on the map? 
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 Actually a photograph taken from space not a map. We use 

it as it has all the labels on that we need today.”  

 The only part of the river that is open is where it flows 

through the park. Can you find that on the map? 

 The river runs through the wetlands and it goes across the 

park to the A10.  

 Where would you be able to see the river in the park? 

Over ground – not in the pipe

 Where would you be able to see the river outside of  the 

park where it goes to the other side of  the A10? 

Below ground in the pipe. 

 The yellow lines are other pipes called Storm sewers.   –

Can you find these?

 The  Storm Drains. Look for these  -(little yellow pairs one 

on each side of road) These feed into the Moore Brook so 

any time it rains in the streets it runs through these pipes 

into the Moor Brook.  

This picture doesn’t show the wetlands

Map of Moore Brook? 
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Tour with Questions

31. Cabbages, 

29. Firs Farm pigs, 

c.1930-, 
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Lets walk around the wetlands and see how many 

answers you can give me to my Questions along the

Way.

I will ask one of you to read the questions out loud

and someone else can read out the Answer/s.  

[1] Where’s all the water coming from? 

A pipe that carries rainwater underground. 

At this point the pipe meets the surface and you can see the water flowing through the 

wetlands. 

Rainwater runs of roads and roofs. It travels to Firs Farm through a system of underground 

pipes. 

The Moore brook is a lost river – many lost rivers like this flow underground in London. The 

Moore brook used to flow freely through Firs Farm and over other parts of Enfield. The river 

was put into a pipe underground as more houses were built in the area. 

People now know that it’s better for rivers to be out in the daylight today, 

Firs Farm is a space for the river to flow freely above ground again.   



Tour with Questions

30. Farmer Bunce, 

31. Cabbages, 

29. Firs Farm pigs, 

c.1930-, 
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The water that enters the wetlands here has run off local roads and roofs, 

and down the drain. 

It has travelled across Enfield through underground pipes to Firs Farm. 

Oil and other pollutants get mixed up with the water on its journey 

underground. 

The Reeds and other plants that grow in the wetlands will help to clean this 

water now that it is back in the open. 

[2] Can you hear the 

water under your feet? 

Listen carefully and take a 

look down the drain… 



30. Farmer Bunce, 

31. Cabbages, 

29. Firs Farm pigs, 

c.1930-, 
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[3] –What was here before the wetlands? 

There used to be a farm on this site with a river 

running through it. 

In 2015 the stream was brought back to life. 

Firs Farm existed on this site for just over 200 years, until 1927 when it was 

demolished. 

The Moore Brook ran across Firs Farm land when the Farm existed and around the 

1950’s the river was put into a pipe underground leaving the field bare.

In 2015, diggers moved 18,000m3 of soil around this site to create these wetlands and 

let the river flow freely again. 

That’s enough material to fill 160 double decker buses! 



8

[4] –How were the wetlands created.

30,000 tonnes of earth were moved around the 

site by diggers to create the watercourse and 

wetlands. That’s a handful of soil shifted for 

everyone who lives in the UK. 

Enfield council designed these wetlands with 

suggestions and encouragement from the Friends 

of Firs Farm and the local community.

Plants have been especially chosen for their colour and for their ability to take 

pollution out of the water entering the wetlands. 

Did you know that more than  200 volunteers have helped to plant the wetlands?

This space has been created for everyone to enjoy, including the birds and the 

bees. 

Constructed wetlands are artificial swamps 

(sometimes called reed fields) using reed or other marshland plants

to form part of small-scale sewage treatment systems. 

A flowering water-purifying plant (Iris pseudacorus)



30. Farmer Bunce, 

31. Cabbages, 

29. Firs Farm pigs, 

c.1930-, 
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[5] –Why is this habitat important for wildlife? 

Wetlands are a very special environment for 

many plants and animals to live and thrive in.

How many duck do you think lived in Firs Farm 

before the wetlands was created? 

Around 90% of natural wetlands in the UK have been destroyed by human activity.

Firs Farm Wetlands provides a new habitat for birds and insects to live and thrive in.



29. Firs Farm pigs, 

c.1930-, 
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[6] What can you see in the water? 

Look out for dragonflies, frogs, newts,

Did you know that there are over 57 different types of dragonfly in the uk?

How many have you spotted today? 



30. Farmer Bunce, 

31. Cabbages, 

29. Firs Farm pigs, 

c.1930-, 
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[7] - Next to stepping stone crossing     

How many stepping stones can you count? 

If there are fewer than 8 stepping stones visible, 

the water must be high! Has it been raining 

recently? 

Or it might be because the plants have grown 

around them. Time for the Friends to do some 

thinning out. 

Homes in the local area were at risk of flooding before the wetlands were created. 

Now the Firs Farm Wetlands and park can store up to 25,000m3 of water when it rains 

heavily, protecting up to 100 houses from flooding.

That’s the same amount of water that would fill 10 Olympic swimming pools! 



30. Farmer Bunce, 

31. Cabbages, 

29. Firs Farm pigs, 

c.1930-, 
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8 Where will this water flow next? 

From here the water in Moore Brook is now going 

back into a pipe underground towards Pymmes 

Park and eventually all the way to the sea! 

It will next appear at Pymmes Park lake and Wetlands where it joins the Pymmes Brook.

This water will eventually flow all the way to the River Lea, into the Thames and finally 

out to the North Sea!

[NEW) – Manhole cover by Pymmes Junction –

If you look down and you can see the water. What happens when you call down into 

this? 

You get an Echo  Look into pipe at Pymmes end to practice echoes. 



31. Cabbages, 

29. Firs Farm pigs, 

c.1930-, 
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Walk back to ward to the area where the two different types of pavement meet.

We are going to pretend to be rain clouds.  (Hand out cups and pour little bit of water in.) 

 Pour on the grass  - Watch what happens to the rainwater?  Replenish  cups 

 Pour onto the two different areas pavement. (Split group – both have a turn on each surface) 

What happens to the water here?  Did it make a puddle .   Yes it did.

Where is that going to and if it rains more and more – runs across and not into the grounds and picks up 

dirt and pollution!  What if we had lots of rain? What else goes into the river with the water from the 

roads / pavements?  

What about on the grass ?     A: It sinks in.   

What’s is it good for? A: Gardens and green spaces - it helps plants and trees to grow.  Making sure dirt 

doesn’t get to the rivers.

The pavement which has 2 different surfaces  - Do you know what type they 

are called? Permeable and non-permeable pavement. 

Which one is the permeable one? 

Tried to build it to mimic the ground. We wouldn’t need storm drains as it’s a 

special type of pavement pretending to be the ground letting the water sink 

in. keeping pollution out of our rivers

Remember your map with the yellow and green areas? - Where does the 

water go when it rains?  Into a pipe or into the ground to help things grow  

What do you see more of , green spaces or houses and roads?  



London’s Rivers
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Thank you for visiting Firs Farm

visit with your parents and bring some 

paper and crayons to rub the plates on 

top of the posts. 

Questions and Answers ?
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